Immunohistochemical identification and localization of pancreatic polypeptide cells in the pancreas and gastrointestinal tract of the human fetus and adult man.
Pancreatic polypeptide (PP)-containing cells were detected by using anti-bovine PP (BPP) serum in the pancreas and gastrointestinal tract of human fetuses, premature infants and in the pancreas, antrum and jejunum of adult man obtained by biopsy from patients with normal gastroduodenal endoscopy. The localization was established by studying the distribution of PP cells in comparison to the distribution of glucagon-, somatostatin- and insulin cells. The first PP cells are seen in the pancreas at 10 weeks of gestation. They are located preferentially in the lower part of the head of the pancreas. The specificity of immunocytological reaction was ascertained by the inhibition of the reaction by bovine pancreatic polypeptide, glucagon and insulin did not modify the immunocytological reaction.